LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A rack and pinion steering system for a motor vehicle, comprising 

a pinion having an axis and having a first contact surface around the axis, havina a stc>cring 
h o using (1) in which 

a rack having a longitudinal direction across the axis of the pinion and the rack being f4fis 
mounted so-as to be longitudinally displaceable along the longitudinal direction thereof: the rack 
having a second contact surface that engages the first contact surface, the rack (4) having a prismatic 
form witii including two bearing faces (4.1,4.2) which are inclined at an angle to the tootliing plane 
engagement of the first and second contact surfaces and being symmetrical synmic t rically with 
respect to the first contact surface along the axis: 

the rack having a third side opposite the second contact surface: too t liins, and havms a piiii o n 
{2A\ which m e shes with the rack (4\ and bearing faces on the third side: 

a pressure piece (5)wliichis arranged on that the third side of the rack (4) wliich lies opposite 
tlie engagem e nt side widi the pinion (3.1) and . the pressure piece having has a back pressure face 
which rolls without sliding on the bearing faces on the third side (4.1, 4.2) of the rack (4), the 
pressure piece (5) being prestressed in the axial direction against the rack; (4) with tlie aid of a spring 
(7), wherein the pressure piece (5) has having two of the bearing faces (5 J, 5.2) which lie opposite 
generally opposed to one another and are inclined with respect to one another[[,]]; 

at least in each case one axial roller bearing at each bearing face, the roller bearing 
comprising (9, 10) with in each case two spaced apart runner plates (9.1, 9 .2, 10.1, 10.2) and a 
rolling body set (9.3, 10.3) situated between them the runner plates, b e ing aiTangcd in the bearing 
faces (5.1, 5.2) of the pr e ssui - c piece (5) which lie opp o site one another, one runner plate (9.2, 10.2) 
of sard each axial roller bearing (9, 10) being held fixedly in the respective pressure piece (5) so as 
to rotate with it; and the other rotatable runner plate (9.1, 10.1) of said ttie axial roller bearing ( 9 , 10) 
extending inclined at a defined angle a with respect to the bearing face^ (4.1, 4.2) of t li e rack (4), 
with the result that the angle a defining a point of contact (9.5, 10.0) is formed between the bearing 
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face (4.1, 4.2) of the rack (4) and the rotatable runner plat e, the contact point being less than the 

entire width of the other runner plate along the axis of the plate (9.1. 10.1) . 

2. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the rack (4) has a generally Y-shaped profile. 

3 . (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the rotatable runner plate has a (9.1, 10.1) is of spherical cap configuration and its having a convex 
spherical cap face is in punctiform contact with the bearing face (4.1,4.2) of the rack (4). 

4. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
the axial roller bearing is a ball bearing (9). 

5. (Original) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the axial 
roller bearing is a needle bearing. 

6. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 4, wherein 
that runner plate of the ball bearing fSj which is arranged fixedly fixed in terms of rotation in the 
pressure piece (5) is configured as a sleeve (9:8) having an edge which engages around the runner 
plate (9:^) of spherical cap configuration wi t li its edge (9.9) . 

7. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 5, wherein 
the axial roller bearing is configured as an axial angular contact needle bearing (10), t he beaiing 
including bearing needles^ (10.3) of which ai - c guided in a cage (10.4) and a cage guided at the 
needles for the needles bearing . 
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8. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 4, wherein 
the rotatable runner plate (9:^^ of the ball bearing (9) is o f has a mushroom-shaped configuration 
with including a stem (9.10) and a convex spherical cap face, a sleeve acconmiodating the stem 
(9. 10) being accommodated by a sleeve ( 9 .1 11, the and 

a needle ring (9.12) of which surrounds the stem ( 9 .10) . 

9. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1 , wherein 
further comprising a retaining element connecting the runner plates (9.1, 9.2) of the axial roller 
bearing (9) arc comiccted to one another by a retaining e lement (9.4) . 

10. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the pressure piece has a blind hole: and the axial roller bearing (9, 10) is inserted into a tiie 
blind hole (5:6) of the pressure piece (5). 

11. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the pressure piece has a through hole: and the axial roller bearing (9, 10) is pressed into a 
the through hole fSrF) in the pressure piece (5). 

12. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the component parts (9.1, 9.2, 10.1, 10.2, 9.8, 9.11) of the axial roller bearings (9, 10) are 
manufactured at least partially by a chipless shaping operation. 

13. (Currently Amended) A rack and pinion steering system for a motor vehicle, comprising 

a pinion having an axis and having a first contact surface around the axis, 

a rack having a longitudinal direction across the axis of the pinion and the rack being 
mounted to be displaceable along the longitudinal direction thereof: the rack having a second contact 
surface that engages the first contact surface, the rack having a prismatic form including two bearing 
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faces which are inclined at an angle to the engagement of the first and second contact surfaces and 
being symmetrical with respect to the first contact surface along the axis: 

the rack having a third side opposite the second contact surface: bearing f aces on the third 

side: 

a pressure piece arranged on the third side of the rack, the pressure piece having a back 
pressure face which slides on the bearing faces which are on the third side of the rack, the pressure 
piece being prestressed in the axial direction against the rack: the pressure piec e having two of the 
bearing faces which lie generally opposed to one another and are inclined with respect to one 
another: 

The rack and pinion steering system accoiding to th e preamble o f claim 1, wherein the 
pressui ' c pi e ce (5) has two bearing faces (5.1, 5.2) wliich lie opp o site o ne an o tlici and aic inclined 
with respect to one an o ther, at least in each case one axial sliding bearing, at each bearing face, ftt) 
with in each case the axial sliding bearing comprising two runner plates (ILl, 11.3) being 
accommodated in the bearing faces (5.1, 5.2) of the pressure piece (5) which bearing faces lie 
opposed to opposite one another, one of the runner plate (1L3) plates of said the axial sliding bearing 
(tt) being held fixedly in the pressure piece (5) so as to rotate with it, and the other rotatable runner 
plate (11.1) of said the axial sliding bearing fH) extending inclined at a defined angle a with respect 
to the bearing face (4.1,4.2) of the rack (4), witli t lic result to define tiiat a point of contact (11.7) 
is formed between the bearing face (4.1,4.2) of the rack (4) and the rotatable runner plate (11.1) . 

14. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 13, 
wherein the rotatable nmner plate (ILl)is of hasa mushroom-shaped configuration witti including 
a stem (11.2) and a convex spherical cap face, the runner plate which is fixed in terms of rotation 
is configured as a sleeve (11.3) , the sleeve has a base (11.4) uf wliich is provided with an axially 
oriented projection (11.5) , and the axially oriented projection (11.5) being in contact with the base 
of the stem (11.2), and 

b e aring n e edles (1L6) being aiTanged between a the circumfer e ntial suiface of the stem 
(11.2) and the sleeve (11.3) . 
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15. (Currently Amended) A rack and pinion steering system for a motor vehicle, having a 
steering housing (1) in which comprising a pinion having an axis and having a first contact surface 
around the axis 

a rack fHHs having a longitudinal direction across the axis of the pinion and the rack being 
mounted sb-as to be longitudinally displaceable along the longitudinal direction thereof: the rack 
having a second contact surface that engages the first contact surface , the rack having a fee back side 
ofsaidrack(12) which lies opposite the second contact surface thereof the second contact surface 
a toothing system having an arcuate form, and having a pinion (3.1) wliich meshes with the rack 
(12), and having 

a pressure piece (13) which is arranged on that the back side of the rack fi¥) which Ues 
opposite the engagement side with th e pinion (3.1) and second contact surface thereof the pressure 
piece has a back pressure face which rolls without sliding on the rack (H), the pressure piece (W) 
being prestressed in the an axial direction thereof and against the rack; (12) witli t lie aid of a spring 
(7), wherein 

the pressure piece (13) has having two bearing faces (13.1, 13,2) which lie generallv opp o si t e 
opposed to one another and are inclined with respect to one another;[[,]] at least in each case o ne 

for each bearing face, an axial roller bearing (9) witli in each case comprising two spaced 
apart runner plates (9.1, 9.2) and a rolling body set (9:3) situated between them being the runner 
plates and arranged in the respective bearing faces (13.1, 13.2) , one runner plate (9:2) of said the 
axial roller bearing (9) being held fixedly in the pressure piece (H) so as to rotate with the pressure 
piece it, and the other rotatable runner plate (9ri) of said tiie axial roller bearing (9) fomiing is 
shaped and oriented to have a point of contact (9:5) with the rack (12). 

16. (Currently Amended) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 15, 
wherein the rack (12) is provided with has a longitudinal recess (12.1) which is adapted to the profile 
of the rotatable runner plate (9d:). 

17. (New) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the first and 
second contact surfaces are toothed and the toothing thereof are in mesh. 
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1 8. (New) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 1, further comprising a 
spring operable to prestress the pressure piece. 

1 9. (New) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 13, wherein the first and 
second contact surfaces are toothed and the toothing thereof are in mesh. 

20. (New) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 14, further comprising 
the stem has a circumferential surface; and bearing needles arranged between the circumferential 
surface of the stem and the sleeve. 

2 1 . (New) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 15, wherein the first and 
second contact surfaces are toothed and the toothing thereof are in mesh. 

22. (New) The rack and pinion steering system as claimed in claim 15, further comprising 
a spring operable to prestress the pressure piece. 
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